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FAVORITE STORIES PUPPET SHOW 
 

 
Jean Kuecher  Grades: PK-1 
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE: 
With hand puppets and audience participation, Jean Kuecher turns her favorite stories into puppet shows. “Little 
Red Riding Hood,” “The Three Little Pigs,” “Itsy Bitsy Spider,” “Five Little Ducks,” “The Very Hungry Caterpillar,” and 
“The Old Lady who Swallowed the Fly” will inspire children and teachers to make their own puppets and to perform 
their own favorite stories. Learn the story components of main character, goal, problem, and solution. 
 

TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):   
Grade   Theatre  ELAR 
PK  III.D.1, III.D.3 
K K.1, K.2, K.5 K.8, K.14 
1 1.1, 1.2, 1.5 1.9, 1.18 

 
 

The Students Will: 
* Respond to and evaluate theatre and theatrical performances. 
* Interpret characters using the voice and body expressively and 
  create dramatizations. 
* Use the elements of drama and the conventions of theatre to 
develop 
  concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment. 
* Describe the plot and retell a story’s beginning, middle, and end 
with 
  attention to the sequence of events, 
* Using puppetry, reenact a story after it is read aloud. 
* Write brief stories to express their ideas and feelings that  
  include a beginning, middle, end. 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Reading Grade 3 Reporting Category 1  
 
Reporting Category  2 
 

 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate an ability to understand a variety of written 
texts 
  across reading genres.  
* Demonstrate an ability to understand and analyze literary 
texts. 

                                                                                                                                                              
Academic Vocabulary: 

Puppetry An ancient form of artistic expression that is a variation on storytelling or human theatrical 
productions. In puppetry, a drama unfolds that is entirely or primarily acted out by puppets 
which are manipulated by a puppeteer.  

Puppeteer A person who manipulates the puppets or marionettes in a puppet show. 
Hand Puppet Also known as a Glove Puppet, is designed to cover the hand and forearm of the puppeteer and 

is controlled by the puppeteer’s hand fitting directly inside the puppet. 
Main Character A person, animal, or figure who has the greatest effect on the plot or who is most affected by 

what happens in the story. 
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Plot The sequence of events that happens in a story. 
Problem The struggle between two opposing forces in a story. 
Solution The part of the story in which the problems are solved and the action comes to a satisfying end. 
Theme What you learn about life from the story. 

 
 
 

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
Before the performance: 
• Find out what students already know about puppets. 
• Have you ever seen a puppet show?  What do you expect to see in this show? 
• What is your favorite story?  Why? 
After the performance: 
• Retell all or part of the stories through drama, writing, drawing, puppetry, or cartooning. 
• What was your favorite part of the show?  Why? 

 
 

Language Arts:  
• Create a class puppet and have the puppet express different emotions.  Match the puppet’s displayed 

emotions with emotions of the characters in stories you have read.  Create an “Emotions T-Chart” to list 
the characters, their emotions, and character traits.  Discuss with the class. 

 
• Create sequencing picture cards for a favorite story.  Color the pictures, put them in chronological order 

and glue them in the correct place on a sheet of construction paper. 
 

• Create stick puppets to use in reciting or retelling a story.  
 

• Make a mini-book with pictures that tells what happens in one of the stories from the puppet play.  
 

• Choose  one of the stories from the puppet play and retell it by changing a part of it: 
ü Change the main character. 
ü Have the story take place somewhere else. 
ü Have the story take place in another time. 
ü Tell the story from a different character’s point of view. 
ü Make the problem of the story different. 
ü Change the end of the story. 

 
• Make Paper Bag Puppets to summarize or retell a favorite story or to act out your own original story. 
• As a class, figure out the themes -- what you learned about life from the stories. Create the chart below 

on a sheet of poster paper and record all of the ideas that the class comes up with. 
  

Story Plot – What happened in the story 
Questions to Consider: 

         Who was involved? 
         What was the conflict? 
         What was the end result? 
         Why does this happen? 

Theme – What you learned about 
life from what happened in the 
story: 
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Little Red Riding Hood   

The Three Little Pigs   

The Itsy Bitsy Spider   

Five Little Ducks   

The Very Hungry Caterpillar   

The Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Fly 

  

 
 

• Sit in a circle with a ball of yarn to create a story together. Brainstorm ideas about how to start the story 
and choose one idea. Holding the ball of yarn, tell the story’s beginning and add a line of what happens 
next.  Roll the ball to someone across the circle. Each person adds an additional line to the story. If 
someone “gets stuck,” ask questions like: How could he help? Who could help her? How did he feel? 
Where could she go? What did he want to do? Record your story as you create it and play it back in the 
class. 

 

 

 
 

Math: 
• Make wolf, pig, spider, duck, caterpillar, and fly shapes from colored paper and play a matching game. Cut 

out the critters in different sizes and arrange them in sequence - largest to smallest. Create patterns, such 
as one small, one large, repeat. 
 

• Use puppets to create and act out original or given math problems. 
 

• Revise a familiar story to include numerical information. Use the added numerical information to write six 
math questions about the story that someone else could answer. ( Sample: Once upon a time there was a 
family of bears. Brother Bear was the oldest. He was 10 years old. Next came Sister Bear, who was 8 years 
old, and Baby Bear who was 3 years old, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Studies:  
• Use Role Play Masks, made from paper plates and craft sticks taped to the back, to re-enact important 

moments in history.   
 

• Create a puppet festival about different cultures represented in your class. 
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Science:  
• Make simple cut out puppets and create a puppet show about ideas in science. For example, the water 

cycle could be enacted with puppets for a cloud, rain, a river, water vapor, and the sun. Show it rain, fill 
the river, sink into the ground, feed the plants, evaporate, and begin again. 
 

• Match the nursery rhyme “Itsy Bitsy Spider” with a non-fiction book about spiders. Learn facts about 
real spiders and make a class book about spiders.  Match other nursery rhymes with non-fiction science 
readings and discuss. 

 
• In the puppet play, the stories are about a wolf, a pig, a spider, a duck, a caterpillar, and a fly. Talk 

about the kinds of habitats that these animals and insects live in. Google pictures of their habitats. 
Select your favorite insect and draw its habitat. Share your picture with the class. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources: 
Related Websites:   

http://www.dltk-teach.com/minibooks/littlered/index.htm 

http://lessonplanspage.com/MathArithmetic2up.htm/ 

http://www.dltk-teach.com/rhymes/paper_bag_wolf_puppet.htm 

http://www.first-school.ws/activities/crafts/animals/farm/pig-activities.htm 

http://www.childdrama.com/puppets.html 

http://www.legendsandlore.com/teacher-resource.html 

http://www.childdrama.com/puppetlunch.html 

http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/search/?query=puppets 

Related SmartBoard Sites: 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/fractured-fairy-tales-30062.html 
 

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Puppeteer Jean Kuecher is producer of the Marionette Playhouse and has delighted audiences since 1968. With a 
Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and Masters' degree in Education: Counseling and Guidance, and 
Psychology she brings unique expertise and insight to her craft. As a teacher, she used puppetry to enhance her 
classroom curriculum. As a school counselor, she developed weekly marionette shows on self-awareness themes. 
Her ability as a marionette builder, scriptwriter, costume and scene designer, and master performer combine to 
create presentations that entertain, educate, and stir the imagination.   
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